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TRAINING 1 - GLOSSARY  

ALPINE SPACE 

The Alpine Space is a geographical area defined by the European Union that “covers the Alps 

and their surrounding lowlands, connecting very distinct regions, such as the French Rhone 

Valley with the Slovenian Adriatic coast, and the metropolitan area of Milan with the Bavarian 

foothills”1. Therefore, it includes Austria, France, Germany, Italy and Slovenia. 

 

ALPINE SPACE PROGRAMM  

The Alpine Space program is a European transnational cooperation program for the Alpine 
region. It provides a framework to facilitate the cooperation between economic, social and 
environmental key players in seven Alpine countries, as well as between various institutional 
levels such as: academia, administration, business and innovation sector, and policy making. 

The program is financed through the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) as well as 
through national public and private co-funding of the Partner States. In the current 
programming period, 2014–2020, the program is investing €139 million in projects through 
which key actors develop shared solutions for prevalent Alpine issues. The ERDF co-financing 
rate is of 85% for partners from Austria, France, Germany, Italy and Slovenia. The thematic 
fields of cooperation are predefined for each programming period of seven years, during which 
several calls for project proposals are launched. 

ASIS  

ASIS stands for Alpine Space Social Innovation Strategy. It is an Interreg program dedicated to 

better understand, encourage and support Social Innovation within the Alpine Space. It goes 

through defining a common definition and designing a common strategy for Social Innovation 

among the Alpine Space territories. ASIS partners believe that Social Innovation can be the 

answer to some of the main economic, social and environmental challenges faced by the planet 

nowadays.2 

 

EMPOWERMENT 

The empowerment is “a socio-political process that articulates an individual dynamic of self-

esteem and skills development with a collective commitment and transformative social 

 
1 Alpine Space programme  
https://www.alpine-space.eu/about/the-programme/which-area-is-covered- 
2 ASIS – Alpine Space Social Innovation Strategy 
https://socialinnovationstrategy.eu/ 
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action”3. In concrete terms, empowerment occurs when citizens can regain power over their 

daily lives by acting and participating in decision-making.  

 

INCUBATOR 

Incubators are true actors in innovation processes. They are structures that supports innovative 

business creators in their projects. The incubator provides young entrepreneurs with the 

resources they need to carry out their business creation projects. They provide an expertise in 

the different phases of the project development, resources such as a shared place or various 

technologies, and it plays a networking role. 4 

 

INNOVATION 

Innovation is a social process that implies new ways of doing or making things. It can take 

multiple forms. We first think about technological innovation but it is important to mention 

that it can also be: 

- Innovations of product, service or use 

- Business models innovations 

- Commercial or marketing innovations 

- Process or organizational innovations 

- … and social innovation 

 

INTERREG 

Interreg is a European program that aims to promote territorial cooperation between different 

European regions. It allows a financial support for projects that are targeting research and 

innovation, SME competitiveness, low-carbon economy and environment and resources.5 

 

LOCAL CURRENCY 

A local currency is a payment instrument that can only be used in a restricted territory, a 

municipality or a community of municipalities. An organization brings together companies and 

merchants who want to join its system. These professionals must then subscribe to an ethical 

charter that integrates the notions of respect for the environment, working conditions and 

more generally respect for human beings. The local currency takes the form of banknotes. All 

 
3 BACQUE M.H., BIEWENER C. (2013) L’Empowerment, une pratique émancipatrice ? 
4 BPI – Banque Publique d’Investissement – French Public Investment Bank 
https://bpifrance-creation.fr/encyclopedie/se-faire-accompagner/lieux-dhebergement-
accompagnement/incubateurs 
5 INTERREG Europe 
https://www.interregeurope.eu/ 
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local currencies are backed by the national currency which means that one unit of local 

currency is worth one euro. 6 

 

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 

Local development is economic, social and cultural dynamic driven by individuals and collective 

actors on a territory. It is a way to develop a defined territory by considering citizens needs and 

allowing resources to meet their requests. Local development prioritizes the individuals rather 

than the infrastructures, institutions and give then a true function into the decision-making 

process. 

 

SHARED GOVERNANCE 

Shared governance aims at the involvement of all the organisation's actors in decision-making, 

and implies a redistribution of power and responsibility. Shared governance aims for greater 

individual fulfilment and better performance of the structure. 

 

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP  

Social entrepreneurship is about creating a viable economic activity to meet social and 

environmental needs (access to care, energy, housing, large-scale waste, long-term 

unemployment, short-circuits, bio, green growth, etc.) (e.g. Ashoka).7 

 

SOCIAL IMPACT  

Social impact gathers all the consequences (evolutions, shifts, changes, breakdowns) of an 

organisation’s activities both on its external (beneficiaries, users, clients) and internal 

stakeholders (employees, volunteers) and on society in general. Therefore, the impact can be 

related to the individual, the society, the economy, the environment or also policies. 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 Ministère de l’Economie des finances et de la relance – French Ministry of the Economy, Finance and 
Recovery https://www.economie.gouv.fr/particuliers/monnaie-locale  
7 Le Labo de l’ESS  https://www.lelabo-ess.org/+-entrepreneuriat-social-149-+.html  
8 AVISE (2020) 
https://www.avise.org/evaluation-impact-social/definition-et-enjeux/impact-social-de-quoi-parle-t-on  

https://www.economie.gouv.fr/particuliers/monnaie-locale
https://www.lelabo-ess.org/+-entrepreneuriat-social-149-+.html
https://www.avise.org/evaluation-impact-social/definition-et-enjeux/impact-social-de-quoi-parle-t-on
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SOCIAL INNOVATION 

According to ASIS partners, social innovation is an innovation aiming to address a social problem 

or social need through a collaborative approach that includes beneficiaries and that creates 

positive impact on society and actors. 9 

 
9 ASIS (2020) A common vision of social innovation in the Alpine Space 
https://socialinnovationstrategy.eu/https-socialinnovationstrategy-eu-what-is-social-innovation/    

https://socialinnovationstrategy.eu/https-socialinnovationstrategy-eu-what-is-social-innovation/

